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Eric Davis 

w, John F a m  
W.S. EPA (3EM0) 
1650 Arch St. 
Phifdelphia, PA f 91 03 

Dear Mr. Porrm, 

f was disappointed with the DEB. It ~eettl$ thrrt ttte pubfic's r m w m  such as clean 
w~ter, headwater stmm8, and a&mds a 
companies. nct wal companie are! aflo 
r~~ources. What. we-need axe stronger laws protcctiag trusr reso- not weaker ones. I 
ut.lder~tand America hm a mcmiq inter& in enerwr; however, the ca 
distributed to AppafaeMa. 

I do not mllpport Altemtive 1,2, or 3 as d m % &  in the draR report. Nom sf these 
options utin protect AppdacEan forests:, uvatrsr, or cofmnudo~i. k paticular, I oppose 
the propod to efimznata the stream buffer-mne m1e that prohibits r&hg mh&y within 
100 fbet of fmms.  This nrle shalsld be &&y d o r d  far why  fitls and in alI other 
aws. The coal Mu&y must be and th& take ofpuMic rwotlfces be 
where the regulation betgins. 

Lwdhg mount&ns and burying stream k wrong md nust stop, 

5 Eric Davis Jr. 

w~llwn dawson 
redsprucesolfmg To: K3 h?ountamtop@EP.k 

@phm‘comr  cc: 
Sublect: Comments on draft EIS on mountamtnp mrtnvd mmmg 

January 6, 2004 

h4pi~ Jotin Forem 
US. Enviranrnental Trotectlan Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
Plrth&lpkix, PA 14)1V'% 

ntl~r John Forren, 

I anz a r rsdmt o f  appdacl-ns and Ive the brd u&re I lim. tt 1% full 
of naturd richness and as surh h ~ s  heen explotted for too long, st r t s  
own expense, and also that orthe country, i reall y$.dont k~mm [fit G 

worth telltng you how d~rgpstmg the rnout~tnrap removal 1s from at> 
~colomcd and ae&mc s t a d ~ o m ~  I nrrr rurrvtrmd rmtvady x i  the bush - 
adruintstrhoi~ k~iows- anydwg about sctence d ajf, ccmWvnlertt~y 
cfismmng the naturaf refzkty ofcmse and effect ulhen titerr pfaas BE 

at stake. do you dl c m  izbnut ymr  childre? r carte &ont minr and m n t  
tlienl tr, live rn a cban and cmtronrn~ntnrlly sa6: world. a)$ r n e r i c m ~  we 
h v e  the mast uraturdly bauttflil, &vctse and femle land tn the 
wcxiri, yet we ulre it for gmred and evert with scorn. thts saddens me 
frnm an adrnhstmtxon so @tent on "making us safe" ftcm di klnds o f  
humm ~kgencies. but h e n  pormg;  or dishonestly denying the &n&rss 
posed tmm envtsanment;la1 conmmarttmil, all our public: water should be 
safe at least ta eat the fish h m ,  but cfumpmng exesswe arnoun6d. uf msle 
spoil irlto the hedwetcrs of our mapr mers woutd mrt~irrlp mt nr&e 
me feel safe eatmg fish doaanstrem. I feel Iih tm wastmg my m e  
with thts bemuse your ~ ~ h i n i ~ t x ~ t t a n  has pet to demonstrate concern for 
our nstuml her ims  or ~ t g  tittare, sad, very sad, dont phn on g m g  
my vote. will~a~n dstwson, mdintn, WT. 

I am upset to learn that the Bush admtnlstmt~on pkn3 to continue ta 
k t  ~ R J  companwg destroy Apf3dackra wtth mtnrng pfdctifes &at level 
mntrntsxntnpr, wipe out .fnwstx, burg s ~ n m s ,  and rtPstroy rornrnrlnlttps. 

Accucdq to the odtninistmWn'$ dm& &wmnmcnhl  Irnpct 
Statemcnt(ElS) or1 rnuutatmztcrp remuvd coal mintna the cnv~rc~nrneizkl 
effects oFnwuntxintop renmvnl ace wwldtrspread. dewstatmg, xrrd 
pensrn~etxt. Yet titr &d @T$ propoars no reslncFrons orr the m e  of' 
d e y  kills tlat bury s!.rcu.tns, iw ltrntts nrt the r~un~ber  uf acres OF 
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Elmer & Angela Dobson 

Elmer and Angda Dobsort 
2335 Clear Creek Road 
Hazard, KY 4 i?Ol 
606-25 1 -%'LO 

fohn Forren 
U.3. EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch Si red  
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

-- 
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Dear Mr. F o r r ~ n  
This letter is the absolute truth about mountain lop removal minrng and valley fllis. 

You mag even say that this letter 1s a true environmental impact statement without the 
tainting of special mte~es t ,  near sighted, bottom line only, non-Appalachia ~ndrviduals, 
companies, politicram, and energy wasters 

Sir, vlhd we are about lo tell you is the lrulh, and you sir are invilpd to come and 
visit Appalachia at anytime to see Ior yourself We undmiand that you and your staff 
probably Bve m a concrete j&gte and that you are obviously tacking In the area of 
common sense and the basic knowled@ that our mounta~ns, streams. limber, and other 
nalwai resources are here far us to use not to waste and destroy Every time you turn on 
a ligbl or  any other item w h ~ h  consumes electricity rernemb~r your electric bill only 
shows a small part of the actual c o d  We live here and see the cost everyday Ne liw 
with land that wont grow a weed, and water that  is too foul and poison for anything to 
drink much less live in. Anyone wha wavid even consider weakening the current regulations 
which are akeady too weak, must have a pure haired for their cbddren and grandchrldren. 
The p e a t  rainlorests of the earth are disappearing at  an alarming rate and every time we 
do so much damage: to the land that it won1 even grow a tree, we da damage to the 
environment tha t  our grandchjld~en will ljve in You and everyone invalved are bettmg that  
there is enough coat to produce electricity lo power the air purifiers that wtll be needed to 
clean the air of the world a f t ~ r  the trees are gone. Vhat kind of s e w  does that make9 

Do you know that if someone went lo Philab-efphia and dumped selenlurn into your 
raEer ways, they would be arrested, have to pay huge fines and maybe even (ace jar) time 
Maybe releasing polsons such as selenium inlo any waterway. (Waterway any place where 
m l e r  naturally puns, or collects two or more days a year,) A milhon dollars a day fine for 
every day it is not deaned up. Are you people so ignorani that you don't realize that 
aquatic life is a vital part of lhe balance of nature? Wow much Aquatic life has already 

5-5-2 

been destroyed? 2000 rnjle$ of streams m u d s  like a i d  ko us! 
l e  betieve that God crealed a special place in Rell i w  those of you who willingly do 

darnage and datruclion to his crestions, Myself and ~ I m s s t  everyone I know are opposed 
to mountain top removal mining operations and extremely upposed to the destructive. 
enuironmwtaliy murderous. Lola1 disregard lor the earlh. practice ol valley fills. I t  8 
disgusting and makes us mad as hell that we fund scientrfic studies and then ignore them 
when they find that ievelmg mountains and burying streams must be stopped. 1 b e h e  

1-9 

that a very large law suit may be in order. 



Thank You, 
Elmer & Ang& Dobson 

Any law, rule, or regulalion !hat allows minmg acttvtlles of any type withm IdlO leei 
ol any stream or waterway above or below ground is wrong, dangerous to  all Me forms 
downstream, and we are to no end opposed How many sc~entific sludies must be done 
before our government r e a l m s  the widespread and irreversible damage the coal industry 1s 
domg and our elected oflicials are rontlnuing to allow to happen to the state of KY. and all 
of Appalachia 
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The E I S contains alternatives f1, f2 ,  nnd 13, These alternatives are a bad joke 
They are a direct threat to our homeland and each and every person who lives here 1 1-5 

If you wrong people. Ehe environment, or the wildlife, it  will eventuaIly come back to 
you. How much longer do you lhink you can ignore scientific and other ewdence of the 
severe hnrm of mountain lop removal, valley Idling and olher unelhical rnming practices. 
You are ignoring the public demand and basic Amcr~cftn right to have clean water to drink 
and itse in our daily hle We at1 should have a right la a clean, healthy environment. We 
should have a right to hve m communities where o w  homes are not shaken apart by the 
hands of alher men We should be safe from companies who have no regard lor anything 
bul the boll on^ line, 



Lia& C. D o m  
P. 0, Boor 175 
Pumeyy Ky. 40865 

-- 
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Dear Mr F o r ~ n ,  
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streams 

I wilt be mnterested in any comments 

Yours S~ncsrely. 
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Craig Edgerton 

'The frrJrral pvmrnxwt - wth Rq~nld?crutr, rri ctm~ml of the U.211te f.latar, C o r l p a  ard dir jurhnsry -- tu.i 
luurrched rke IrrIrrgmt r o B W  af ctnvrrmtrral Isw *L The Bwb a h s ~ h o n  seem dctetmnwd to tnt& 

mu& of the good done mm Bx& Day 1970, u%en 20 miltion h ~ ~ a n s  d&&d tile +net MY tile b r ~ t  
m s s  dtmonsttshon m US hrstmyw 'WclaIfhy FOPC'I~" ~ i t t ~ h ~ e  bkcrvl~c 3ufEerr f r am~malkan  
bbkqwok, fdhng %+stern fnigsn to save ? h a  l%sgucat?d ed tz smcxc for cr~rfxng wrldfiic~, the p h  mvrte 
Inggq cornpmm to aat heakhy we.: m ~tuxxrnal forma urh1k d x c i n g p h l w  nvmrght'* 1 Mow the Blinh 
-strakn %ma to mkc a ensw h r  coai mgcampaxucs to hlrst b lop off momtrrtm n,nd dump 

Accatduy: to thr: dr& ES, Ule m n r ~ ~ x d  effects of mountantop c e r w d  a e  nl&-3preud dm-%- and 
permcskrnt Yet die dmk E% p q . w a  LW "~kictiom on the uze ef w&y BIr t h t  bury S~TCBY, IU) Imut~ cm 
the nwdxr of acm of fat& atst CIM he deH~ayed,no pratechons fo-r mpalrd d B &  2nd no ~ n f e p r d ,  
fm the cxxmmmitta rbrhsr depend on d ~ e  ngion'ri m ~ t d  X ~ O U X M I  fox ~imn~~lues iUlCi hmxe plem8om 

tion's "preferred diemauve" bt a&$iwsurg the aramm~~ pcoblm caused t>y 
muntmtop xmmd m m g  gnorps the ht:ndt$-ntxl's m ytudira  ,md pmpcrs* ~skernngen~fing 
amwnn~atd pntec&ms tud a ~ o m q g  rtrountuntq m ~ x d  SIX! w%~eaILrd dkq 5% 10 ~ ~ x i h l l t ~  *I an 

s c r d m t d  mte! 

?'h Hush adnruus:tartian mmt m n d w  dnltemsavm h t  reCtwc dril mvlramnrnd r q a c t *  of nmwtamtop 
ter~lo\d md &n m p l e m ~ ~ t  -urn m patext mtuefal rmnurteP nful cc~nnnmzam tn app~iwh, wck 8s 
Lmrrtraons an the wwnf vtlllep. &Urn to rmttwr the dcptnlctrcm of urmanw, tnrmtp, %%&fe and Cnmln\lnrhrs I 
urge p u  to insl~edl&dy mmd the draft EIS nc:eor&& 

v . ,  , , 
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Edgar Edinger 
A .  ' '- 
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Iier Edinger Dave Edwards 

"boWdave-@&ox.fie 

k" hongncln'irc To: mom rrsatntop. r;j@~patnsil .r-pa+rp~ 
cc: 

O l i  17~'2004 Uk20 Su'bferr Srrpprr c h n  watcd 
AM 

Mr. John Farrcn 
L7.S EPA (3EA30) 

Drar Mr. F o r r ~ c ~ ,  

Please reduce the haernful effects of' mountamtop rrrnud cad mining to prokrt n ~ ~ u r l l  
resonrws and cnir7mur1itit.s w d  do not wedaken envrionnwnr.al pratcctlons that apply hi d ~ e  
o o r t n p i c s  that ~ t - r  i'oxd~i~ting ~ I I U ~ L T ~ ~ B L ~ ~ C ~ J  remova! 

'LRe dl& Erw~rnlrr~ntd lrnpxt Ststemcnt &iS) on n w ~ r n t ~ ~ . m ~ r ~ p  rernovxJ should be 
nwritten to eecurnmend limia on the size of valiy tills that h\~ry streams ~ n d  imperil 
.*.tlitlrfr. 

Bdcm, 1s pat-t of thc itst, 1 have been sending out: 

To start, lr-r rnc say . rhcw srr not rhr-L only wags. .just somc othcr ways. 

Ficst 1 mist s y  &at f hsve been readrrlg that k w e  c w a t ~ d  a solar penei ficki that a;m m e  
hundred square mdcr, that tt would grr~rratc inui~gh clrcrnc#y h r  rhr Unind Statrs. Even if 
this rolsr p m d  field Itad to Ix- citvidtd up md l i r kd  bark rtrffther lor  icy~sbcs. ..It this IS 
true. . how; cnn we dcny creattng dus. . Thc benefits nrt. @eat md the po4liiuc.m is nd and 
the likely 11ood ufniwrrinnientai arr~rlpnts artd the mntamm&ion md ic&s ns we 1 1 2 ~  b a t  
s e m ,  und dmnrt rpra again ... or h e  pussibk spr~ading of contnmrnlnis by lcx>tccs.. . md or 
C ' ~ ~ 4  dm=rs*' 2% in Traq, wo~dst br less lrkrty 

And ~i thew solac Gplds were dcstcoyd . .they wotJd nor be as big of a problem to 

d~ybca r  i s  w t h  reactors, and the hrmg hcli they would riwiuce, to rqmr and o r  rrpiwc, il' 

darri-d, or dcrrroyi. Why du we slill chrnlw the ixrut in t h ~ s  d r y  axid w: Pcd~ym mul) 

of our corporations ace bci-om% out ol c o n d ,  cause h i r e  is no one person that "Is 
H~qwns~hli"  And a11 die CEO's have mswcr to s t r rk  h&cn*..oP ~ 1 1 1  be t ~ p l ~ e d "  
Thus creating a negauve spiral dowmvard m mergy. 

-- - 
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I a w  glad !!;hat t h i s  EL3 c~a:pl%t.~i. E%<ev@r, Q I ~ K ,  ..re SG~E+> s e x i s . ~ a  
rr'oisiema CC~C-5rn  l n g  rlre rciencif ic: basis 9f E t a t e ~ u c t s  prc~~ofit-~ i n  the  
>::aft E X .  sr;! asp?.r, lally cuncerr.ad &gi l t  the u3.p of , + ~ a ~ i f y j ~ ; 9  i;ilirds 
> u c ~ <  as " ; : ~ L w n t i a l "  a n d  "rrey afEeccW i h r c i ~ y l i u u t .  t.ilr EX$, e2pe-ially i r l  
l i g h t  of the o?i+23it?el~ing 3cii:nt;ific: ,::~s-idct?::e g&-esentcd i n  t i . 1 ~  cis 
+"tn%< n g  

5-6-4 



a. Selentum -contarninetion of waters draimng MTMNF sites has r-edly violated provtvions 
ofthe C lan  Wdcr Act nud US WA's  Safe Drink% Stsn$srds (66 violations). No solutioa to 
tlm env~ronrnerltal impad has b n  prnsetltad in Ifti$ EIS. At a tlntilmunt, seienmn levels iu 
soils to be dlsturtxd by MTMNF shouid he- included as part of the pennigiryl, process. Thoee 
Arcas with high schium wils shotdd not bc disturbed. ?'be clear findings of unhealthy scknium 
concorttmtroris helow valley fills also should be stated tn the exautrve surntnary For the public to 
see. rati~ar than buried in numerous appendices, This 1s a serious human best& iasue since 
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Section 1-2. Undcr "fturposc of thc ElS" hcadrng, "Urzttes" shotsld be spelled "Unrtcd." Please 
carwcl ahis error tt~rouwrghout [he EIS. 

e. l1.C-10. ~kcurdrng to thi: drafi EIS, "?be SMCKA regulatioxs do not nlv~mt[k con&& 
rqrriremmtsjix- Iiiolygiml munifuring w dorumenthg pirvsical adt~ifmtm EJps~wms " Elow 
wilt adverse ~nnp~cts on aquat~c biota be rpionrtored IS btologlcal ~nonitoring 18 not requred? 
Some provision for thc reqturemcnt of btoiogtcal mon~toriag shotrid bc includod m tho 
pmlr ing  procesu und described r a  the final BIS 

f. Manttonng and mspccbua. /KC-57), ?%IS s e t ~ o n  1s cxtrcmely lacking m dcttirls as to how 
rnnnitonag wilt bi; accowlplahed, Stnnn water monitoring should be required to nccurntdy 
guant~fy potlutant f aading. Ba8ee8ow moniloring mmtmizc3-s environmental effecb of AMTMNF. 

g. ILD-8. "u~mncqtablc" rs spited tncnrrectly Kegarhng the advance veto powers of EPA in 
cases where rt finds that lnountnrdtop adnzng would have unacwptahb adverse aRects crn ceaain 
aquatic resources, I hope that aorneday WA finds the courage to exercise its CWA Section 404 
( c )  ~11thOt'lt~ on this tme .  Based on the data presented rn every Wdy asvocifited wif% this EL% 
mountaintop mining and valley filling causes std contributes to signrficant degr~dation of  watea 
of the U.S., which dimdly viol&es 40 CFR 230.10Ic) of Section 404 (b) of  the CWA. 

h. 1T.D-9. The gatment, "Fwrhw, the lXS stdie3 dfd trot ronctud~ h z t  impucrs doc t~mmfd  
&Jmv APflvf/tJF opp~atio~io~ts ratcse ur cmrrihate to sfgnbficmr da,qr~darim ofwarws ifthe L7S 
(40 CFR 230 10fc?;t. " is wmpi&elp fdse DA.I~ p~senffid in every eudy assocrated with thm~ 
EXS. detnan~tr~7t.d that mounaintop Imnlry and valley tilling cawerr and c~ntGbutr-s tu 
srgtnljcant degmdfition of watcrs of thu U.S., whtch diso~tly violates 40 CFR 230.10(c) of: 
Sectwn 404 fb) of tbe CWA. To just a few, wnsitlm h e  ~ n c r e a d  selenium concanmtlons 
balow v a k y  fills th& vionltd safe rt.iinktng wnbr stancfessds (66 times), tlm mcrease sen 
conccntmtmns of slllfbltc, total dr~sefvcd sol~ds, tcliaf ctllctolm, totat mirgnenum, hardness, torts1 
tnnngwnese. drssolveci ma1lgaaew, ~bpcrfic conductsfnce, dkdinity, totsf ptmwrn, acidtty and 
nrtmtdnrtite helow valley  fill^, the shiR from pollxttion sensttrve mncroinveltebmtes to pllutton 
lalerant ones below vailey 8119, the d e c m s d  mean paiticte s m  and g~t;)ter number o f  particles 
less rha i  2 2 m  in size bcfaw vnliey Blla, nod the complete loss of more than 1,200 ides a f  
h a d w t e l  strearms? A pamgrq11 on page MU. 13 spcificdly states tht there is probable cause 
between mmng upstrealn and ~ncreasd coadrrdivity in stream water kdow tk fills: "In 
gare~ti!, thePflrrd n~dj!!e<lkmf&~h'a! ~-hm@s hnd szfbstnntjafJ~ high@ mPzdin~r ~@?dWtbf@ 
t-lrm rhc. tmnairrL.u' art$ mirwd C ~ Q S C I J S ~ S .  /i is i~y~ortatit k~ rtote that r / r e f i I I d  sifm ge~tt)rally had 
cnmpw~Me UY Itighr coadircrivirj~ than rhejl l~cbf~t~sici~~~al sftas within n ~wtwxdted, i~dicnting 
tJinf the p~ohabk CRUSP offhe inc~.l?ase it1 rhe fotai dissolved solids nt t!~efilld/re~~idmtinI sftrs 
rvaa the rnirriqg nrvtivit~~ tq.vtwurn rnther thmi t h  ~esidmcm. " 

j. 1II.C-20, The statemeat, " h f a e ~ ,  the estnblishmmzt ofpondx w wetlanth on h r h r s  or of the 
COP of m i a d  areas m q  tmd to Litnft the eferf of dfsijrr&rac&s on the dowt~:~-ead& wibf@slt@x& 
(tWfnre, 3 Bn RPA et (PI" M w d t  20, 20001, " i s  not cornpIt?taaa. It also should be added hem that 
B. Wxllscc and 8. I1oweIl xtated thxt ponds do not rcpt~ce the s tmclu~  and functton of original 
first and second order watersheds (Proceedings of Aquazttc Ecosystem Eahancement Smcrs~ttm, 
A~yendix D, p 18 and i 9)- 

k. 111.11)-2, "A cumdaxive bnpcf s d y  qftht lewgtk O ~ S W P Q ~ P I  d&wt[y imparted &thin the study 
area was perfom& by $he C'$PA (2002) n e  stwarn Imgl-ts evalunredrtwe based orr the same 
syithetdc S&+PCW"PI r w r ~ o y i l '  as &P O,S"fd/i-1I i n v m t o ~ ~  whi~h i d t i d m  spmms lmnld t~p iop~$~ot l t  
the UCGS bluelirte stwants %is cztmui&w impact s&$v dt@wdfrnm the p ~ ? v i ~ i &  disctt~sd 
$&idi~s in that the estimcxft. ofitnwa~ !math hpartsd was bus& on imgtlr ctfstr~~umjlled md 
hr@h of sluuarn mi,ted lh~"m$i- %is s~udy ~8timuk@d 1.3208 rnih oj dkwt irnywcl lo stream 
~ Y S I P ~ S  in thc S T ~ J  arm kns~d m;ttrt?rmi& fsissud519 fhc Itasr fm ,wars (1992-2002). Bii-~ 
estimated of'fdIPsb or trained rizroiqgh ~ r r w m s  ~.e.pe?smts 2.05&6 oftfag B~PPI(~L~*L  mile^ 1~ the shdy 
arm " The* vnlua of stram miles lost are mdermtim~tcs based on tlte althoru~quetifications 
of the ulrtthads U R L ~  in the study. 'Cicsc my comments &bow. 

1. 111.0-5. "The mtml tu d ~ i c h  e r t ~ ~ g j  loss may Ire ufliet by irptfrotti i-eclamntiovr OJ the mi&@ 
sit@ md ncbjac-r?nt rrrrdis$ur.bt?d areas t~ u~lzhm4l fftip@ef$ tkts fpc! qf nef tmrp "chcr~ge' 
wuld  h t w  on the douws~~urn a a* ik,itrirnf~~md. i~ I I T I C M ~ ~ ~ I . ~  a d  ~~?g~ira.fitrtI1er 
&mig&i&n " Since t g m  don't grow very w d  on rwlaimd mine spoil (Handel, 2002 
Appendix Q, and ponds do not replac the functxan of I rrt order streams (Proceedings of Aquatic 
Ecoqxtem Enbnncement Symposmm, Appendix D, p. IS and 19), tbere i s  prnbaMy lialz affs& 
cnntrlbutd by reclmmed mne ntes. 

m. 1II.D-14, 3rd ~r;lragqh. ''I7d.~ stMajp alsof~z~~w' vmy low pi~cmtapes  qf'rnnq$i& 
(~yhr?.mrr~.oplwa) ul this ~ilh"~i' md ~1e~atex.i SH$~LV W U ~ W  conducridvi& ~ Z I P ~ I T ~ S  und stl&"i31s, '' 
sl~outd read, " 7 % ~  study abo fbuflij V W ~  Iow~pmcrn~~tageiss O)^nt(~j:fli~?s [t)@ill~ftle~~~)ptrzrn) at 3fre.w 
sit= and e i ey~rd  ~tl~f~ce twte condud!vir;v. hard~ess nrtd mlfat~.s. " 

n.iftD-l9, 4+C3wilisa Itfozherpodd~ md w&nd ~ , ~ o u r r m  lftr mfwd lami Etas show mow 
prom&. W~fIInce @PA 2UW) s fed that flrese Opes of.ryst@f~s em k iflfpwkand s h 3  of 
nutrht storaae md tzprrrke p t r i d d  that n sirSfEcimtly vqetnt~d /iticv+al row is prmmL'' 
t3, Wallace also s a d  th& ponds c a n n ~ t  -dace pse+mining stream ( ~ s w ~ d i n g s  of Aquatic- 
F,cosyr;tern Errhncmeat Symposium, A p p d i x  D, p. 19). 

p. F i g  l1l.F-2. The l e p d  for this Figure has no shadmg on my EIS copy, so l 'innot tell whlc11 

MTMlVF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-949 Section A - Citizens 



u. W.A-3. The direct baltial of stream sqgmenrs by M T W F  is not a tonpterm irretrievable 
cummitmcnr of rrsourccs rf rt is not prmittod to occur in the first piria. Tho direct burld of 
stream violafex 40 t :FR 2.3o.lO(c) rdSecltitm 404 {h) of  the CWA. Ifnfol.buna.tcty, US EPA i g  

unwtlling andr'ox unable to use ttu aclvmx v& pwer to minimize, sandfor stop the down&earn 
degradation occurring due to MTMIVF. 

unmnable coal fellerves would Ix off&. Please iacfude wind and solar energy as options in thitis 
EIS. 

ad, 1V.D-4. %,on mtd Lykntr, 1973" should read ''BurFm mi Likmr, 1975." This ~ f e m n c e  1 7-6-4 
i s  not listed m the References saction af the FIS. 
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Clara Else 

Sincerely, 

Anyone who has seen the effects of nouataintop removal mming decades af'ter it is 
finished understmch w h a t  total devasbtion it causes. I wm born in Montana 50 years 
ago, the azea near m y  hometown has never recovered. 

D e s  Mr. 'John Porzen, Project. Mmager; 
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I urge you to immediately mend the draft EES accordtngly. 

-- 
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Plaaee thf  s- many 

3ulle M Emerson 

E d h  
P e n c ~  Springs, W.V. 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment C~mpendium 14-952 Section A - Citizens 



Kathleen Enders Nancy Erps 

Kathltten Ederr, 
137W SW Ascension Dr 

'T'inrd, OR 97223 
kscadcr@y*hoo.com 
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Craig Etchison 

J o b  Fomn 
Us EPA (3ES30) 

. I650 Arch St. 
Philadelphia, PA 1 91 03 

Dew Mr. Forren: 

CC: Senator Rockefelktr 
Senator Byrd 

MTMlVF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium A-9% Section A - Citizens 



Karen Eva Alice E v m  

Sincerely, 
Abw M, Evans, BhD. 

Mease stop destroying the Appalachrm Mountains, More money needs to be spent on 
dtett.msrtivc energy sources. Kaencva 
@fi-unhe~aet.xxet 

- 
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f nm writing to express my c~ppmition to n~ountaintup removal and valley fills and any 
chnnge in  the rule protecting stream buffer zone.  I'm diaa~ointed and angry that rHe 
federal goverurnenl is ignoring i b  own studies by proposing to reduce protections for 
people and the envi ro~nt . .  I demand a new study that looks at h e  dtemaGvm to 
prevent new nlounthcyl removal and valley fill opetatirms and to stop the existing ones 
within 3 years or by the expiration of the n t ~ e n t  mining permit, whichever ddat occurs 11-10 
first. 

'Tfiaak you. 

Sincerely, 
Gczye Evans 
107 West  vain Stred 
Rnaxvillc, TN 37902 

"73514.254 
@co~npx~wrt.e corn'' To. R3 Mounr&tep@E,Ph 
<73514.294 CC: 

Suhlect: lJlease Stop Destructive hlourttmtop 
Kernovd Mining 

01/06 / 2004 08:51 
1w 

It is not acceptable that the Bush ahh i s t ra t i a~ l  pIms to continue to let cod 
cotrrpmies destroy Appalachia with minkg practices that level rno untaktup~, wipe 

1-9 
out forests, bury streams mid destroy cmnuni~es. 

Sincerely, 
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Pete Farino 

Mr, Jolm t;orren 
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
1GSO Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 103 

Dear Mr. Porren, 

Stop cfestroying the Appalltusbw with mining practices that level 
mtruneajntops, wipe out for erst^^ bury streams, and destroy 11-9 
cor~mmi trcs. 

cc : 
Sara tor Barbmi Boxer 
Representative David Dreim 
Senator Dianne Feixrstcin 

FOR COAL, 

Dew ]dm Forren, 

Sincerely, 

Peter Fake 
1625 Grasscreek dr. 
Scm Dlmas, CA 91773 
USA 
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Estelle Fein Robert Fener - 

Robert F%nm 
la1 1 swapping Camp ~ o a d  
Amherst, Virginia 24521 
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Denise Ferguson 

Mr. John F m  
U.S. EPA f 3 W )  
t fMoMstrw 
Phitedefphia, PA 18103 

r Mr. Form: 

--- 
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Steve Fesenmaier 

Mountamtop lternovd Mining has ta be strictiy repfated acco&~g ta the 
current existing lslws. 
Watershed should be mamtained md all downstre.ssl.1 damaged should be 
minimized. I3zariitp the lust decade dlc %T state government h a  not 
enfoxed the existing laws. ' f i l s  mgligence should be stopped 
immedistelg.- 
Steve Fesmmater 307 Churchdl Circle Chadaton, KT 253 14 
(304)345-5850 
(See attached file: feseums.t-ef) 

I uxge you to immediately mend the draft ELS accorditr&y 

Sincerely, 
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Patrice Fisher Gerry & Louise Fitzgerdd 

Ucar Mr. John Porren, Project Manager, 

Cct B cluc. tbc days of oil and coal are numbered, Put thc tttmc, 
energy, and resouazs mtn tranvrtiottttlg to other fuel souizea. I 
Consideration, 
Pulrica Flsher 
5 709 Fallsrrove Stnet 

Los Angeles, CA WU 16 
filkend@caahlink.net 

--- 
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Anthony Flaccavento Agatha (Betty) Fleming 

-- Forwarded 4 David RlderiR3R)SEPNS on 01 

January 2,2004 

Mr John Forren 
US Errv~ronmerrtal Protedlon Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
Fshrladefphra, Pennsytve~~a '19103 

Dear Mr. Forren: 

1 was stlmked to fearn of the EPA's plan to allow mountaintop rftmoval 
mlntng prachcas ta be accebrled and expanded 

Many stud~es of the impacts of mountaintap removal, including President 
Bush s own Environmrrtal Impact Sbtemnt make clear how much damage 1% 
done ta horns, streams, forests and flghlng bncl wrlCllrfe through thrs 
pectice The propowd new rules wdl increaw ell of the@? problems by 
etimnat~ng limits on tM size of Valley fills and by reducing a $50 
foot stream mna. protrrrcttan ares 

Mr Form I lrve fn Appatachta where MIS mounbtnmp removal takes 
place Smce movrng here n '1 978 I've seen the scam whrch thrs kincl 
of practtce leaves 1 have numerous &,ends who make their llvlng In 
thE! coal ~ndu~try and I am a strong suppter of economic development 
throughout the ccsalfrelds But ecrtmmrc development m d  not atxi &houid 
not oontinue to occur at the expense of the envsonmnt, iocal farms and 
local comunitres 

I ur@ you to seek anttther alternatlw o m  which places 8&ong ltmts 
on ttlrs hrghiy deafuctrve yxactlse and allovds local commundies to 
matttta~n and lwild upan the natural resource base which they have 

Thank you, 

Anthony Flaccavento 

f xeclrtive Director 

- -- 
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Live as comfoPahly ps we do coal, and t i m k  have been harvested form this state since 
its inceptiotr . The legacy of thk harvest is BOW left to the reidents. We have the choice 
of Iiving with the remaining ecosystems or destroying them far the cod .left in  the 
ground, It makes absolittdy no  sense to me to remove a mountain for what we know is a 
wry ineftjcieat pisor?ous .fuel that we dR;tdy have the technology to avaid ming, It -is 
just plain to expenswe to sacrifice what is pristine and heaufifuj for something we do kmt 
need ad need to do without. Please let it be known to this organization thrtr ~ouvltajn 
Top Removal fa coal i s  the warst way to .wppmt a sustainable contfnr%&le economy. 
West Virginia will be much better off saving these mountslim, streams iznd c~mmttnities 
far low inrpd fa~nlin and recrelttional industries. 

As LS woman, mother, graabother and American I must state th.sst f am apposed to 
mountaintop removal mining and valley fills I 

-- - 
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Janet Fout 

w ,~ 
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-- 
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Luther F d h  Tim Frasiyle 

' 'hf~tl~@cotne~st.  
net'' xlufrank To: It3 Mountatntop@WA 

cc: 
O ti'oGG!004 1221 Suhjat: Please Stop Dwtmct~ve Mow~taipitop Removal 

Mmng 
PM 

llcnr Mr John Fomn, Project Manager, 

Plem mend Qe EPA's dxaA esvitontnental impact staternat so as to 
hrmt the effects o f  hmA11 mountaintap removal mmntng. My grandhds 
w~wld like to Ftnd vdley streams that still have live fish! 
Why has tbe EPA 1051 its cousc~e~ce????'? 
Sirrcerely. 

t s k r  E+ Franklin 
19519 SF. May Valley Rd 
Issaqush, WA 98027 
tuft an k@comt;nst. 11et 

I support Mountain Top Rmov81 and Valatsy FIBS 

1. We have lived in this wea dl of ow livm md w do not see the devmfation the 
environmentatists complain %boat. Our water is relativtdy clan. Untmted Sewtige is the 

problm far clean water, 

3. Tlx: habitst for wildlife is nnf destro~ed, it is enhanced. The Elk, Deer, Turkey and smaller 1 7-2-2 an'imds we mare abbundmit thw they have been for 100 yws. 

en@!: of 1md disturbed by mining is very minute as a whafe and the RecInmation 
Laws provide for this Iand to be adequateIy m&red. 

5. Much Stdace Mining today is the re-mining of hf~ds m i n d  prior to the Surface Mining Act. 
Reciamation todRy is much, mu& htbr kfrafps the Act, artd raedi~wnt metro1 is &c%uaIIy 
bc:ttt:r because the msion from the old mining is w~controlled. Afl fills and slopes are now 
pmperfy engineered md vetgetar;ed and t h a e f o ~  stttkr, 

6+ Many of the people who oppmc s & a  mining do not even live here ar in an area where 
mirting is tho ~c~f lomic  bast? that peapie d@pnd On it for their li~&ih~r>d. Tkey have no right to 
tell 11s what to do, 

7, Many of the people take tke lmury ofglectricity for granted. If it wan9 tor coal mining they 
would either be living in the dark or paying a lot higher pdccs for that same lwnlry. Other 
methods of providing Electricity have been proven to be more dangerous, causing mom problems 
to the environmermtat, system and mom expensive. 

-- -A,-" 
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John P 
U.S. E.P.A. V W Q )  
1650 h h  Stre& 
PWelp&, P. I9103 

TheI,imtwl naktratista with m m  than 500 d v e  
s,hqmfw a 

--- 
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n lc i~c  nat came w i t h i n  1.CO ' g e t .  o f  scra.;Ti:ir. b l i a i r q  c-w$>acih?-s .r:t!st l x  
1teI cl 
a:counbL.:.la f 'JL [514) d l ; i ; / ~ i ~ i i m ~ : l t d  darrmj~~? Lltal. tisay w.>- vra 3 h u u  1-5 r,ot Lt 
m e k i n g  i t  eaeier for  ?.ha% LC? diiatroy and f C i l i i t e  ?lease k e e p  i3~3 
otxi;:ti .r , ~ t i n r . f e ~ c i  i r. p lace .  Thank you for y:ur a t  t.en+i(??. 
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Sincerely, 

i u l p  the 3ush aciir.inistratios-. to consider alter:stj.vas Zhst 
1.3?.1c:f2 t h e  e n v i r ~ n ~ ~ . e n t ~ I  h p ~ ~ t s  ~ i .  x u n t a i n t r ~ p  rencval, acrj, to 
ixp:e~:~~lnlt t h r . ~ e  nn:ez;iilres :~eeCldd t~ p r o t e c t  the env i r onm r , t  acd 
&~; : : :n i~u i  ti31 3f Appalar,hia. I n  p&rt.ij:,iilar, I urge t . he  
a?;;oi::i:5 i x s . r i o  tc ccrrs idex  restrictial-.s on the s i z e  of v a l l e y  
C i i l s  ta rizrdu?e stream and f e r e , ~ t  ~ C . J S +  'T%cBc~ a l t - e r n a t i v a s  r.ics: 
$ 2  cr;al,~at::d f . 7 ~  i t i & L 3 j i d ~ i i 3 .  projectc aa rc2lT a3 x q i u n a l i y  so / 9-2-2 

- 
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Mark Cmzrwish Steven Gardner 

Submitted by: 

J. Steven Gardner, P.E., Y.S, 
Eltginwnag Consulting, Smricizs, lric 
3.41) South Broadway, Sutte 200 
Lexington, KY 40508 
859-233-2 LO3 

MTM IS TRULY A FORM OP SUSTAINABLE DB:VELOPMENT 

- - ,  
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ROCK AND DIRT ARE NOT NECESSARILY WASTE, tN TliE EPA CLASSIC 
SEh Ski 

M w b  has k e n  made of the cantlovemy over filling streams. Mnmg can be rompred to 
road constxudion, -Materid placed in hollow or vdlley fills has been called w N e :  a term 
adopted b y  enyinmrs over the years, but not wmk: In the amnutation pmwnted. It is 
s~mply CXCesd rack and dirt ptacwi in cng~neerad and nlanagd fills. Stmm are  tot lo& 
forevet. The water u still there, however new flow pafils are created. The vast mjonty 
of these areas are m the uppr reaches of a hollow vvhere typcally thre 1s no water flaw, 
com~purabte fo ddnage ciiiches or curhs that conlrol the flow or water in ~ i l ~ r e a  

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

-- 
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----- Forwarded by David 3Lder/R3NSEP&'IiS on 0 1/09/2004 0354 

O 1/06/2004 0 1 :4? Subject: Con~nze~~ts on draft RZS on mnouutaintop removal 
mining 

PM 

Mr. John P<rmn 
f j.S. Envrmnnterttal Prote&ion Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
P'htlaiicIphia, PA 19 103 

Dear John Forren, 

I am a crtrzen of Keahrhrcky, born and raised here. 1 have grown up with the efY'ects of coal 
minmg n h a s h  raltty tn m y  fife. It lu not far that my people atid the qudity of our fives are 
sacrificed for the production of electricity. I whole heartedly agree with the d r d  statement 
bdow ~ h m q  my own words. Howcvcr, 1 wantcd to add my own words so that you a n  put a 
human belnp: with tkis rwpe~t. Refore p u  undo the protwtrons thd have k n  provxial Tor our 
land and puopte, I urge to v~sil Eastern Kentucky, psrt~czliarly Chav~es In P m y  Couaty, 
where I am fmm. It is a beautiful place. You need to drive in so that you can Ipee the b w y ,  and 
fly out so you can ax the dew stst ion. Vivrt with my $tnndmother, but he sure So wipe tbe Peat 
cleail hefore you sit, as the layer of cod dust on the eltam will &&in yuw &tbing. And as you 
wipe that out and you look mto the eyes ofim old woman who has worked hard to be a good 
mother end wife all hcr lifc, considcr that rhc filth you prcvont from grttrng on rhc setlt of your 
pants coats her lungs mil took the fife of her h i ~ & d  and killed her tirxt tsnrn son- And theu try 
to put the good of cod against the bad. It is clear that your administratian feels that sacrificmg 
American lwes for a 'greater good' is a necessary evil; we are, afier all, at war. But defenm from 
wespnu o f m s s  dafntchun nnd m ~ n f i c n g  liver lor the producti~n of e1ecki~ity. they crnnol he 
cotnpsfz;:d arid to do so 18 an insult to the lives of tlrr: Kerrtucky inen and women wllo have lost 
their Lives in ahe present and past w'rlnii: people- who were dgbtrng for the rights of Lbetr 
famlltw, only to haw those rights sct asidc for thc piuadegng of their land and their lives. 

According to the dmtn~stration" draft Envitonmental Impact Statement(EES) on mount~ntop 
zetnovd cod  mining. the environmta1 effects of mnuntaintop removal are widcspre~.d. 
rtevastatcng, m i  pmment. Yel the draft EIS propcms no wstncttins on the k t :  of 
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- fomst lasses in West Virgtsrr have the potential of directly impacting ~s many as 244 
vertebrate wildlrfe species; 
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1 am cnn~plewly opposed rn rnrmnmtnrup-renrml mtnrng and valiry fills. 'ihe inessm 

danlqq wroughr upon peqde and the landxnpc as a result art: unaccepr&k Thew 
pr7ictircs bury ttnp~ctant hradwatcr strc ma, &$troy bioinggally nrh hrest CCOSYStEIT18, 

darnre danking-water s i x w x s  used by n~ili~orls of pcqdr, rxuw frequent and scverc 
flcwdtrtg, and wrc1-k thc quality of life trl Appdnchtan c~mrnun l tm.  Levcling rno~intarns and 
hu  ymng stlearns is wrong and must she .  

-- 
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Glenn Gakif l Suzanne Cnyetsky 

Oct. 9.2003 

Mr. John Fowen, US EPA 
1650 Arch St. 
Philadelphia. PA 191 30 

Regarding the EIS on mountaintop removal: 
X grew up on a dairy Farm in -tern Ohio. We had strip mines all around us; they leR 
behind highwalfs, deep ponds where almost nothing Iived, orange water in the creeks, and 
B land Mt would barely p w  pokeben-ies, jet alone trees. 
When I moved to Wfiitesvilk, W in 1976,T thought, "they know bow to mint coal 
here." The mines were deep in the mountain, the cmks and rivers behw them didn't 
seem to be polluted, and whole communities were based on those mines. 
After living away h r n  WV for 210 ye= and then coming back in 1499,l r e d i d  that 
strip mining had come back, with bigger everything. I coddn't berievc the Coal River 
Valley. It was gone. The places 1 used to hike and canoe are now either flood-ravaged or 
$$led with rock and rubble. I visited Lany Gibson's place on what is left o f  Kayfard 
Momt~in. E v a  his dead relatives aren't safe there, the flyrock bouncing off the 
headstones and the graves sinking fmm the mountain being cut away from the cemetery. 

f have followed ctoscly the attempt., by WV HigWands ntnd Ohio Valley 
Environmental Coalition and others lo slow this destruction, and the attempts by the coal 
companies and all their ~ ~ S ~ P S S  t3nd poiitica1 cronies to speed it up. So regarding this 
document, which idwily would itemize mtr's effects and provide alternatives, it smells 
badly. 

f disagree with all 3 alternatives provided by this statement. They an: not alternatives at 
dl, to anyone who loves the land. 

I ilm oflended that this proposes to do &my with the provision for no mining witbin 
100 feet of stn:ms. 

T propose another alternative; embrace the spirit of the c;leim water act and decide tfint 
if coal cannot be mined economically by underground mining, leave it in the ground. 

Glenn Gaskil l 
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Nary Gee Melissa Gee 

In yaw E n M m n t a l  Impact St@tament & Foreact hhagement Pbn, gkse  include sttgt8py to SmP 
MOUNTAM TOP REMOVAL + vdl ~&ing/mowing, Mici  
whicles plrs heavy cquipwxtk usbin 1 

I am a naive of W e t  V@& end sill have ralatlves whom 1 visit ofken, I am pmud of my bedage md f 
lave my native &kt&. t m sickcnod by fils display of oerrpamke $nad aad tard dlsreg-lrd fur h m  lifa 
and our need for c t m  warcr. 

YOU MUST nM &ow &is &trueti& ta cdntcdntwe becam rhers is mnple svSmcc tka the p & c e  of 
& ta iha m v k m t  and rha wmdti&s of 

PLwe do not we&een ttrs Iws &st . ~ u a  meant to protect Appalwiattl, but ple58~~ enforce nguhtians md 
hold mKng cumpenis sceomdic fir their arrtiotzs. 

111 View Dr 
Boone, NC 28607-7951 

- -  - - 
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Ms, Gee Dan Geiger 

Dan &i&l 
. To: Mour;xt 

t> cc: 'Wson, Jefr' 
< j~Wllson@jwnesri~~rc09_1 net>, "Caylor, Bill'' 

~bcay~of@miningu~~.com> 
08/ J4103 04:lO Ph1 Subject: LhFt ETS on moutmrap cod 

ak&g and associsted vaDey fills in Appdclua 

Jolm Forren 
Lr,S. EPA 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadel phia, PA 1 9413 

Dear Mr. I ; o r ~ n :  

I%aae accept these comments concemg the draft mount&top HS axid 
~~c luc l e :  them m put of ahe public. comment record, 

I lun trice Presidmt, Enpeerkg  at: James River Cod Serticc Company, a 
subsidiq of James fret Cod Cumpnq (IRCC). JRCC operates 
underground cod &es in six Emt Kentucky Counties ax1d emplop some 
tmg ~ 0 p k  

'1Hc vdky fill contw-\wmy has beem &a~crenzed as clkting,: mainly 
mowtitintop etnaval surface mining I t  h13 even been said &at ceasing 
xnsutmkttop mining would be no loss becmse d ~ e  cud and ttmplopent 
cndd be replaced by tu ldepund m h g  This is slmpIy rzot true. 

t f n d e ~ u n d  nines depend on vdey fdl3 just iu much as surface m i a t 3  
Deep mined cod is mixed with extrrmeoxts material, mainly sandstone, 
shah, and clay. 'Ihk raw cud is too h in ash a d  roo low in beat 
value to be sold to electiic ut&&ies md must be proceuscd to m u v e  
tllc impurities. 

ed that t k  inaterid could be u d  to backfill ol 
d nn reclaimed mowttrrin top mines, WJtule this I 
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Andy Gelston 

Most nltcrnate schemes am be made to work if cost is not m iisme. If 
deep n i m s  h a w  no practical method of mstc rlisposak they will br 
uncompctitive in the market place and cease to exist. Deep mines need 
valJcy fills. 

----- 
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Mike George 

visit us at: www.coaccpWmc.com 

This exnarl message and any attachments are for the sole use of  the 
tntended recriprentu and mty contain proprietary and/or confidential 
uifbrmtitltlon whr cir m y  be pnn leg& or otbemtce protected from 
drsclosure. Any uaauthoriztxl revtew, use, duelosure or d~stribution is 
prohtb~kd. If you are not the intended recipients, please contact the 
sender by reply e m 1 1  and ctestroy r he onglnal mewage and any coptw of 
the messwe ay wefl as any attachments to the original message. 

Mr. Bush: 

As a supparted in some respect md not in others I am pleased md 
$ishearted by your d(3cit;ions over tire past set-erd years, Pkase do not 
alluw this type of cod mifling to t.&e place. I hwe removed  he rest 
of &is automated letter because I'm imre you got several million to 
date. TLassk you for p u r  rime if mmtayonc red this. :) 

Mike George 
13802 S.  Pflurnrn Apt 207 
OXathr, I(S 66062 
m ikegc@t.edu 

---- -- 
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Lary Glen 
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Christopher Goddard Gay Goforth 

Mr. Joh Fern 
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
f 6% Arch St. 
Philadefpbi& PA 19103 

Mr. 3ohn Forren 
Environmental PratecUon Agency 
Arid Rias Bullding 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W, 

. ~ E C ' D  FEB 0 5 28: 
Mail Code 3213A 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Forrc;n: 

Sincerely, 

I appose the pmpwal to change We stream buffer zone rule! that 
prohibits mlning activity within 100 feet of streams. This rule should 
be enfomd for valley Pills. 

I cannot imagine why the federal government is proposing to continue 
aliowing coat companies to destroy a functfonal, beauUfot part of our 
country by bfowfng up mounhlrrtops and fo'oresfs, and dumping that 
land in the rives below, 

The laws and regutations that protect America's lrsnd and clean water 
must not be weakened, as this practlce does-they should be 
strengthened. 

Last summer, my husband and I went on a car and camping vacation 
through West Vfrginla. Mountaintop removal will ruin the heatth and 
beauty of the land and water af Wat state plus others. This in turn will 
hurt the stat&'s emnomy. 

I strongly oppose this terrible practice and the further proposkjd rule 
change! to remove whola pfeces of rnountalns and ruin the forests, 
ilvers, and vaiieys. This benefits only a few people-the principals of 
mining companies. 

Surety compasslooate conservatism doesn't Include this! I my 
t ax  dollars spent on protecting America's woncIerfU naturai land, 
wildfife, water, and air re$aur6es. 

I urge you to oppose the maun2aintop/dumping practice. 

--- 
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Crystal Good Domy Good 
" .  

PT,EASF, STOP MC)IIN'TATN nw REMOVAL. 
Crystd c;ocxi 
8 iirlin@;tora Ct 
Charles toa KT 25301 

- -- 
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Joanne Granzaw Katherine Oseen 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-986 Section A - Cifizens 



Robert Oipe 
P.O. Box 1394 
Harlan, KY 40831 

John Forren, U8 EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA f $-I03 

Dear Mr. f@n*en: 

I live In Harlan County, Kentuoky at the headwaters dthe Cumberland River, We have 
had nearly a hundred years of ooal mining in our cmnmunity. Ws have very little clean 
water. We onss had plenty. 

f he draft environmental Lmpotat statement on mounhinhp removel published recently 
by the Bush admlnistra~on Is e slap in the fme of avcsryane who needs waZer to 
suwtua. ft is a malicleus, pbisanam, rrhorblghted, rnispsnthrapic, hateful, greedy, antl- 
demotzratic document. 

I pray that the people who put it Wore the public wilt live long enough to sea Ure 
errors af their way8 and correot theam. I pray that tho peopbe who wrob this dwument 
never heve t;a drink the gremy black water that comes wt Mthe eplgots of people in 
the American coaERetds. 1 pray that they never have to pull their sleeping children out 
oF a home fksoded as is result of rain on pour& rmlaimad strip jobs. 

My message to Prmident @unh and all the farmulaton, and enforcan of hie .elf- 1-5 
serving, cslloua, cynical, dangerous energy polby Is this I support none erf the 

Iterndvgs In your environmental impact statement. I oppose Mountaintop 
ning E&me 8MCRA tna way &was writtan. W o r n  the Clean Water A& / 1 -9 

the way ft rn written. 

Good pwple don't have to get slok and die just so this country can have electricity. 
r. Pursue alternatives. 

Elected dfiocrlels are suppoged to iaok out for Ule interests, of all the people-not just 
their fraternity brothers, family film&, and oorpomte cronles. Quit acting lke 
gang~ters and start d i n g  like statesmen, Or pumus another line of work. 

Sincerely, 

ZL+ Gyc 
Robert Qipea 

* r ,,C . . - .  , 

--- 
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Mr. Forren, 

flooding, makes moonscapes out of tfie beautiflu1 Appdachim nilotmt&s -- 
some of the world's oldest mount&~, causes tifasting d m ~  to 
residents 

P d  

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-988 Section A - Citizens 

1 am happy to learn that the Bush ad~&stration plms to continue to let coal companieies 
change Appataciria with mirring pactices that level mountaintops, wipe csut forests, bury 
streams, and help mmmunities. It is impflmt to do mining for resources, as loag & tsxfit: 
replanting of grees is in effect the mining cadd very well hetp the k a u t i f i ~ i o n  of our 
countries m a t a i m .  In light sf these facts, I urge yrsu to consider alternatives that 

1 - 1 1 

increase the enviramental impc@ of mau~t&nfop removaf. Tkrrk ysu for your 
consideration of this imp~rtant issue, 





- 
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Karl Hsnzrsl 
ckarlnt&@kbos c To R3 Mountamto 
am> cc 

Subject Strengthen draft El$ on mountamtop removal coal mrnmg 
01 "0512004 02 02 
PM 

Janwry 5,2004 

Mr John Forren 
Project Manapt 
U S Env~ronmentai Protectron AFncy (3EA30j 
1650 Aroh Street 
Phrladeiph~a, PA 19103 

Dear Mr. Forren, 

Bush & CO is an envtronmntal nghtmarel Please amend the 
EPA's EtS so as to Irmtt the effects of drsssterom mounfarntop 
remval minlngl 

Karl Ha nzei 
738 Wagonwheel Gap 
Boulder, CO 80302 
USA 

P. 
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Jerry Hardt 

Dear Mr. Forsen, 

An i n t ~ n m  step m &IS direction would be to sinlpfy enforce dte law as it nrxv exists. 

Jerry Hardr 
P .0  Box 69" 
Salyersvriie, KY 41465 
606-349-2593 
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Roy Harless, Jr. Ronda Harper 

Mr. Forren, 

I have lived here in the same place for fifty-nine years, 
and watched the coal industry destroy our mouatntins with 
blast@, destroy streams with. runoff from mines and 
preparation plants, destroy our mads with overtolrded coal 
trucks, destroy our horn@ and lives with flooding caussd by 
broken Impoundments, and ruin our health with coal dust. 
My families *ater well went dry sixteen years aga because of 
mountain top removal blasting. I worked in the coal mines 
here for thirty-one years anti1 I was disabled three years ago 
and had to retire. I am firm$ against mountain top removal 
coal mining, " 

t 

Sincerely, 
Roy B. Hsrrlesms Jr. 
HCR 78 Box 5324 
Barrett, WV 25208 

% *1 * 

Wy+ nme is Ruxtda I!a~p.;Lr and I l i v e  i.n Huntln??.-r., 'Wfq ?,ly ffnmi2y9d 
t i c  1 .  L K I .  C ,  W .  ~ ? U L  p ~ u i j e c i .  y si: b h e  t-L.lC R i  <trs v,ir 

once uurroiri-ided b q t  beai:ti:ul r i c m t a i n  xi-derriess, b+:t i t  is q ~ i ~ 1 i l - f  
krocc*z;ing a ti 11y i3l  e n d  t.ml-adise ,zilrr.nundeA fit.)? ~ti-lunt:a j,nrop deat rtict- ic:; . 
The t ~ u l l . u ~ f i  wlre~ s my g~i!t&tcu:.:>iher and gcandTs t . i~e r ,  i i ~ : _ ~ t l i ~ i ~  l) a114 ~rl i ; i i*: :~ 
oat% w;i: jcuiA, ,%xiier:ed, and hunked are gone, :dost cf t h e  stlrc.3;rcs where 
ray 
cuucin,: and I wnckd and zt-xaii 59 c h i l ~ l r ~ i ?  ZIC? q ~ ) ~ . e .  Ac. 1 w a l k  '1iir7ny the 
nne l a s t  r m t a x i n g  ,atream on r rur  prr>peut,y i f i c d  frogs, t u r t l e s ,  *:xi 
3 ~ l a n ~ a n d e r s .  M y  heart breaks fcr them f o r  srjon Qiey will bs tizuriad 
tc!?rath v n l l c y  f i l l ,  Birds n:?d wildLifo are h i r i g  driven a w y  alcng 
w i t h  I a m i l i i ? ~  whu can i:w Icngar b e a ~  the Llss*l i r l$  rtea:: ~ t h i r  hirrrws d r d  
breathit32 +ire clwdbs af black i3;ist .  O u r  fami l i t  i s  t r y i n q  ide.s'\;elatr:;+ 

t n 
livid r,ji :,o tsabtiCr,L :ic;fii+pLac-., L i i t  rte cca l  r;?.m&;nn:( ij. ~:c+ki?!y ! . i i i3  
< .  .- ~ 
y.rji d;ff ~ ~ u l t ,  N e s t  V j l ~ q j i ~ i a t ~ ~  ~ . i i ~  l;x? near NIIR site.? have been 
qdrlsw CL; 

L, iZi..dad out, ar,d Io rc td  to .sieLI out,, Moui,l a iri tcp remma l br~s t ci 
s top .  

-- 

MTMNF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium A-993 Section A - Citizens 



Mark Harris 

My name is Rorrda E I q e r  and I live in Huntingotn, WV. My family's hon~epl-am is in 
Lmcciln Coanty, WQ. Our property on the Mud Rwer was once surrounded by beautiful 
mountain wilderness, but is it quickly becoming a tiny island paradise surrounded by 
tnotkn~ntup destruction. The hollows where my grandmother, grlmdfathe~,  mother^ iktld 
uncles once walked, gardenect, attd hunted m gone. Mast of the streams where my 
cousins and I waded and swam children are gone. As T walk along t h  one last 
remaining stream on our property I find frogs, turtles, and salamanders. My heart breaks 
for them for soon they will be buried beneath valley fill, Birds and wildlife are king 
driven away dong with EarniEies who caa no longer bear the blasting Bear their homes 
and breathing the douds of black dust. Our family i.r; wying desperately to hold on to our 
henutifid homeplm, but the coal company is making this VERY difficult. West 
Virginians who live near MTR sites have hen driven cat, flosded out, and forced to sd l  
out. Mountaintop removal has to stop. 

Matk Warris 
hoo GO To R3 Msurtta~ntop@EPA 

rn> CC 
Subject FIX draft EtS to protect streams from mountamtap removal 

01A31/Xf04 07 4 
PM 

Dear Mr. Forren, 

I strongly urge you to add provwons to the EPA's 
draft Elf3 %at w~ll prevent destr uctton of streams by 
mountaintop removal mmmg 

Although tho draft EIS recognizes the proMem of 
valley fills that bury streams, ~t proposes no 
festilctrans on the slze of those valley flits 

Rather than a& on your own studies which recognfse 
the problem of valley fills that bury stream, you are 
proposing a "preferred alternative" that weakens 
exrstmg environmental protections and allows valley 
fills to conbnue at an accelerated rate. 

I urge you to fairow through on the &rsh 
admrntstrations stated camrnttment to clean water by 
adopting alternativesthat stop dt?stnrct~on of 
rnounlarn slr~arns by mou&alntop removal minlqj and 
then ~mplement those measures 

S~ncerely, 
Mark t-iarrls 
PO Box 682376 
Psrk C~ly, LIT MOtiA 
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Erica Harvey Tracv Hasu~a 

I camat believe they w e  ping ahead ,in spite of h e  adrnkistratbns 
own studies showing the h o d b k  impact an tlxe enwionment these 
pracdces \dl have! They saying to tltc American people, we know it's 
bad> we just don't care'. 

Sincerely, 
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Mmlm Hem Dan Hensley 

---- Forwarded By Oawd RiderlR3NSEPNUS on 01MBP;!004 Wl 52 PM ----- 

Marion 
cmarlonmcny.rr. To: R3 Wlountaintop@EPA 
cam> cc: 

Subject dmtructive operlrltians 
l X W B O 3  11 13 
AM 

To Whom It may concern: 

I do not envy you rn your pssttron being tugged at from ail drmctrons. 

819 bcrsress have there intereat and the bnely citizen has only one 
vorce n a crowd of thousands I ask you to consider the issues &fore 
you mnoernrng the etwlronmwrt an6 any destruction to it 

You are charpd with a huge rwoncrlaMlity, but keep in mind that what 
you do affects all man krnd, not just in the US but all over the world 

At what potnt are we the US gocng to be happy wrth things, tW 
envkranment, lust ttaa way they are Are we (40 stawtxl that we need to 
destroy vlfgln land for the sake of a company to make profits 1 thrnk 
not Look beyond your desk, beyowl your self and thrnk about all the 
p o p k  that you wrrl hurt by pressure from the kqj Ws~ness that keeps 
knocking on your door wantmg to bend yow ear 

Please do not destroy some d the last remaining treasures we have left. 

Marlon Henn 
31 1 N. Collrngwood Ave. 
Syracuse, NY 232.136 

-. - u 
?!!%C'D JAN 2 i: f@ 

-- 
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J. Michael Herr 

Mr. Joh F o m  
1550 Atch St. 
Phiidelpbia, PA 19103 

I m oppomi to tho concept and pnrctiw of d i g  the mountain top tapogp.apky to 
dentIy"md "mnotnid4yff gain acoess to the cc#rt 

hmmimubgmaybo$oodforhbbttota lineof rptco 
cmtdnly ia not Eix the tbdJacedt entt iment  or its inhalntanls.; 

In sum, we must not mr&hue the histoty of libuse o f t b  areas simply for additional 
profit. It is time h t  the qdi ty  of life for the inhabitrints and theit edtiromnent be given 
a hi&r priority b n  the profit mqins ofthe coxpo~ow causing this desbu~otf. 

S lived and waked i n  Raleigh and Fayerte County, W, for 21 years mtit rn~ving  to (3T 
in Sept., 2001, md I will never forget the beauty and feeling of the kills of that state. The 
mountain top removal projects had h e n  going on for quite some time. obviously, md 
every time there was exposure in the press or by driving by one sf the sites there was 
ctlways a sick feeling in the gut. The extent to which the current Admnistration is meat 
on producing protits for thar high-placed friends at the expewe of the natural beauty 
x-nd ecolq$cdly pristine conditions of those mountains is a travesty beyond words, Cod 
is useful and necessary, of course. Mine 11 another way. Perid.  We can nffonl it. Stop 
this wasteful and arrogant process, Now. 
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----- Forwarded by David RiderlRJNSEPIVUS on OlKN3n004 07 58 PFA ----- 
cjh~ce@J@shaa corn 

To R3 MountsrntomEPA 
01 /05MOO4 00 46 cc. 
AM SuQect Don't fill our streams wrth waste materials 

Dear Mr. John Form EPA, 

It 18 unconscronable that the Bmh adminrstratlon pfanrs to contmw to 
let coal companies destroy Appalachra with rnrnrng practices thal lewt 
mountaintops wrpe out forests and bury streams rn the valleys &law 
Mountaintop remow& mlnlng and valley fills shouid mt be allowed and 
the laws and rqul@tions that protect clean water must not b weakened 
In pwrtrcular, I oppose the proposal to change the stream buffer tow 
rille that prohrbrts mrnrng actrvtty wrthrn 100 fed of skwrns 7 h ~ s  
rul@ shaula be strt~tly enforoed for valley frfls and n ail other 
cases 

Sincerely, 

Carol~uw! Hice 
4353 Marn St FI 2 
Phlladetphla, PA 191 27-1 41 5 

.' ~ E C ' D  JAN 2 

- 
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Sanford Higginbotham Monica Hill 

- 
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Mar& Hiller DanitaHines 

---- Forwarded by D a d  Rider/m/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM ----- 

"lziller@~dum .XIS~. 
edu" <hiller To: 123 Idountaintop@E,PA 

cc: 
01/OA/2004 03:W Subject: Pleme Stop Destmctive hlouzltaintop 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, 

t strongly urge pu to mend the EPA's draft environmental impact 
statement ~o M tto lrrnrt h e  effects of ~rarmL1 rnouutamtop removal 
mining. 1 it xrnconscionable that the Bush admitlistration pIruzs to 
coatulue to let coal companies destroy AppdaclGa with minifig practices 
h i t  l e d  rnountalntups, wipe o u t  futests, bury streams and destroy 
communitieeu 
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Robert Hiser Paul Modder 

After living seventecrl years in d1.e '&'heeling, W T  area and seeing first 
h a d  
the moonscape cmited by surface mining in Belmant raunty, 013, I c m m t  
believe 

we am wdling to sacrifice our mount sins to the same ide. 
I eqmte this mining method to cigarette smoking, you know &st drattull; 
smoke 
into your Imgs can't bc good for you yet you do it. 

s m d  x~umber s f  j o l ~  und little tax money derived from tLese 
operatJons 
cannot posshly be worth :he remsvd for all time o f  the beauty aad 
[~rnczct ion 
thnt nafure has pradecl US since the beginning of time. 
Let us Please, for  once, use some common sense md m&e some sensible 
decisions for c-3ur E n ~ r e  generations, 
Robert B. IGser 
Elkview, %T 

-- -.. 
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Steve Hodges Sharon. Hodges 

John Pamen 
EPA 

Steve Hodges 
594 Hoot Owl Hollow 
Ryles Ford, 'IN 37765 

----, 
- -- 
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Andy Hodgman k r e n  Hull 

Please cansfdat the pdkEOanent r&nifieatians of the psopo$eeI waakcning 
of envlro1~enta1 policy regarding mantaintop strip Idraing for  coal. I t  
is bperatlve that we pmtact our reaoureea &&pita effort5 t o  tho 
contrary by the currant: p r c s r i b t i a l  admtnirttration t o  cio otharrwlse. ft 
would be very disappointing to find out in tne ffitura that the tr ick le  
down effect: were even mra harmful then now believed by such a 
practsco. I do not b&iova the &vimrt.went is warth sacrificing i n  any 
instance and ma& less for the strip mining o f  catti miaed by such mtwmls 
as blowing tops otE muntains. I t  i s  unforttmate tkwt the pollticerl 
ciramuttanctes currmtly dictate a woak envi~ommtitl policy but it La 
t h e  t o  stand up and taka notice whether Deraocret or %publican and 
this would bba a step i n  the xight directban. 

Regards, 

protecithc health md r&ources of the people of the US., not to weskcn the very mgulations that 
do so. The draft EIS ~ m p c a w  streamlining the permitting process. allowing rnou~fejntop 
removal titwo&& & b y  fib ;to rnntinue i t  an wh.red nits. I am c~npllbtaty perp1exed 
ira to why L e  &PA wwld flow & pmtice a citl- dwataw tds rnomWinw 
to expaMi with * rsguwaa. 

-- - -" 
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Mark Homer 

I urge p a  to &ow maw oommon sc3nss xlnd p e a t  the loostnring ofm&tiom that help to 
p r o w  the p p f e  ,md ecosptems ofthis mgion Erpm this dcv~st&g prtictie. 

Sincmty, 

3011, R D. 2002, me effect ofcod miface mine wegetation ptim on Img-term 
vegetation reoaveiry. J011rn11olojAppttdEmlogy 39: 950-970. 

Boll, K D. and J, CXm, Jr. 1994. Vegdona1 community development an mlaimtd 
coal s&e mines in Virginia, Bull& ofthe Towey B ~ t d m I  CIub 121:327-337. 

Mr. J o h  Form EPA 
U.S. EPA (3BA.30) 

Mark Homer 
601 5 Petena Rd 
Apt. 55 
Knoxville, TN 37922-4358 

--- --- 
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John Honeck John Mopkins 

+---- Forwarded by David Rideri'IWJUSEPIWS on 0110812004 01 :48 PM ----- 

The way cod is removed in mountnintg removd mining needs to be changed from the 
way it btl,gr been don-e in the past. Persondly I would Ike to see it s t q p d  dtogether, But 
I h o w  that is not a reality today. The extractive industry, m well as all thosein the coal 
cotld;un~pm chain, need to makc their companies as envi~onmentally benign as paskble. 
It is my unberst;lndJng that iin the past envjronmenzdJ laws have been broken by 
conlpmies practicing mourrrajntop removal minifig. This needs to stop, mot by rewriting 
the law so that illegal practices can be made legal fevcry criminal wudd want that), but 
by enfcrreement and prosecution, 

Maua~tintop removal is not only extremely envfronmtall y degra&tl.g but it dso hm 
serious consequences for the communities mund the mine. TIus societal dimension dm 
needs addressing. I believe that even If the coal exfmctitie companies were to be 
e~~v~ronrnentally and socially conseierrce d would still be very oompeeitke with other 
erlergy sources. Thiarik. you, John EIoneek 315 
W Newhall #7, Waukesfta. WI 53 186. 

I appose loosening ruks on mountaintop mrnovni mining. II-lo 
Of all forms of rmorme extraction, la e scale stdace mining has m e  of the Iotlges.t lasting and 
most radical rmpads on the tand. l'tmher, gas, or p&mlc;.tun extract~on can bave severe rmpacts, 
expecially rf not nmnaged propedy %r envlsonmental considtrratioirs, but most of the impact of 
these acrxvttiea will fade d e r  a few hundred years. With MTR miumg, the alteration o f  the 
n;atural landforms, racks, ;and streams of the Appdachians ~ 4 1  per$isb on a geologic timescale. 
thousaeds or tens of thousands of yearn. We aren't using thsse resources to produce durable 
goods such as st&-maat of it .will be burned for a orre shot prodactlon of energy. And with 
regard to devclapmant ofindustry, flood-pmof housing, ctc. there is errnu~h land surlkcc-mind 
already to allow for huadtu:& of years rrf building. 

Now I'm as ~rnpure as the: next guy, I'm ddrcted hke everyone else to thrs c h a p  energy And s f  
course, most of the imd that tsn't tminhabbblc in the world is d&~caCeiS to human purpsck. 
Buts it's question of degree. &Wx &re we gotng to stw? How can we $tRrt tunting in s 
different dimction $0 that we don't have to continue shredding wild laads to maintain our 
c~vilizaam? T1.t~ tools of late industrial civiltz&3n @v6 us the abilrty to destroy huge area sn 
record time. 
Rut they also give us rtltematives, too-tinb Riscus,asxl xnd vdued. to m v c  in difTixent dirwt~ons- 
-without going b c k  to the stone age. 

- - 
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Patricia K. Elopkins 
75 Raymond Street 
Brddoford, ME 04005 

January 12,2004 

f c A m  F o m  
IJS EPA (3EA3O) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 103 
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Renee Hoyos Patrick Huber 

rc: 
01 ,'21: 20Tr4 OX:5 2 Subjwt: Support clew water! 

A:;$ 

'Ihc dirft Ltrvt~rinrrrcnral Impact Smtcrwnt (LJ15) on nmit\tamtr)p rcnwval s!iould be rcwrttrn h 
rdk-unrrnltd I U I I L ~  011 the SIZC of ~ x k y  fills ?hat bury stremls and rnrped v~ddhk.  

7 - 
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Bzbara Hutchinson-Smith 

-- 
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Mafia Hutson Carole Hyre 

----- Forwarded by David RideriR3fliSEPmS on 01/07/2004 03~42 PM ----- 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Pmjsct Manager, 

STOP mountaintop removal! h destroys tms, displaces wildlife$ 
and thc removi3(t debris ti119 strcams and pollutes vdlcys, maletng 
unmhabit able homes of people who live there. 

Have the courage to fitand up for xi&! Mountaintop removal is wrong ail 
mery level that matterr: k5 our snvironment and it disrqprds and 
burdens a siyoifkicant pan of our population. 

Sinccrciy, 

Martha I Iut,mn 
9422 Pent Hailom Way 
Mcmkgo~xry Village, MD 20886 
momcat srnac@goI.com 

Dear Mr. F o m :  

This is no tinre to erase rist&caw w m o w @  remod 
m*mM proteetiom. I we the J2avizam-i Proteotion Agency to reject 
Preaidmt Bwh'ti pposcd rukt change$ a d  ta protect Appabohia's environm- 
heritage, mand m-e by t r y g  mount& top mevat 
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Robert Iles Michael Jablonski 

"bd~iles@juno .corn 
" <bohiles ?b. R3 ,Mount &top(iEPA 

cc: 
01/06/2004 05:33 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountamtop 

l<elllo\.%.l hllnit1g 
PAM 

Robert lies 
1327 Henimdes Drive 
Orlmdo, FL 32808 
bohiles@juao.com 

. I . .  2 a -~ a 

August 28,2003 

Mr. John Fomn 
US EPA (3ES30) 
1850 ArGh Street 
Philadelphb, PA. 19103 . . 

Mr. Fonon: 

Please a&t ibis I&& as my comments on the drafi Environmental Impact Sbtement (EIS) on 
mount6intop removal for coal minlng. 

This dreff E ~ S  proposes no restrictions on mountaintop removal. That's ridiculaus. The proposed 
aftematlve shodd be b aZop mountaintop removal immediately 1 1-8 

Few *inis are as deahwtke as rnaktaintap removal. -HOW oan me strip a mountaintop and 
throw the dd.cibrls in a streambed and not be in viol@iorl of the Clean Wetw Act? Mountetintop removal is a 
crime aaainst neture. It is disgustha end indafensible. I 

The EPB shoutd be making @very effort to stop mountslntop removal, not to make it easier to get I permits for it. 

-Ah 
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Donnie Jackson Gordon Jawnes 

Wlr John Forren 
Project Manager 
W S Environmerrtat Protectton Agency (3EA30) 
1650 Arch *reef 
Phtladelphla, PA 19103 

Dear Mr. Forrsn, 

Please change the EPA's draft enwmnmntal Impact statement 
on mauntalMop reme1 mrntng Phrs rs a horrrble dedestructlon 
of Appalachten eeosysterns and beautrful natural arms 

Gordon James 
3036 6 Chew Way 
Denver, CO 80222 
USA 
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Roberta James Phyllis Jemess 

Jarnos. I have worked for KKentucky Coal Assooiation for ovw 
thirty ytt~13, I h v e  seen many chmgati ii~mugh the years, esgecidly in the mas of 
reclamation. The indiilttsy haa turned old mine sit@ iiab wild ti& habitats, airports, schools, 
hospitnls, golf courses, pmks, housing, etc. It has $ivm the mountainous areas of ee~tem 
Kentucky much nooded flat tand to improve their eeanomiw md htw brought more jobs to the 

The coal industry is a heavily regulated industry Ttre coal campmiw are required by 
law to miaim the land once mining is done. 11 is rociaimcd to equal or better thm staha then 
before mining began, Kentucky has had many y a m  of successful reclamation. When new 
tttw, grass, etc are plmted, i t  t&@ natum 8ame time for the tseas to grow ad vel@t&on to 
pi=oduc@ to what it w s  befm mining We dl know that h e w  raina, forest fires, and acts of 
Qod can desttoy wildlife and nature. ... not just mati mining as m n e  peopk would havvrs you 
hlievc, Road construction gives us Ratter and widar mds to travel on. Whib this 
cclrtstru!tion is going On the area looks bad. But onncc it is contpl&ed, we h v e l  tho mad$ and 
enjoy tho picker access it gives us with the improvemcntl; that are made. 

Building constnlction tears up the land until the school, Rirport, tiospital, goif come 
md#or parka are completed aid mplmted. People in these a r m  use the facilities, sometimes 
not fully renlizing or ~o~ngmlb&nhr, how it was before mining arid re'asdaination. These new 
fkcilitim bring employment and new life lo the a r w .  

The home I bought ti Few years ago is hated by n m n t  gas (not my choice). All my 
applimee (hir cbrtdtrioner, washer* drpr, warn henitar, stave, etc.) we all dectric. My 
electric bit1 is cheaper than my gm biil. If we went to an dtwnativa source for electric I'm 
aure my electric Mtt would r3s.o. Coal keep the costs down. It has been aro~rrd far wnIurjes 
and will continue to be there. It is a product of nature and has many uses other than &el. 
Sonle of the products o f  coal me: paiht pigments,, pofirnets, inoecticide, fertilizers, bateria, 
paving, baking sosoda.. , ,. to name s few. 

Doiag away with tho cod industry, or rt part of it, will haw a drjvaetating effect on the 
ccsnomy, H will do mom h ~ r n  in tho long run thm good, I support ths indt~&ry and will 
continue to do 80.  It has givm mo a good jbb in which to raise m y  family and provide for 
them. 

R o b m  A, Jamw 
720 Dardmell~ Dr. 
Lexington, KY 40503 

Mr. F o m  

temml 
nd 
than 

- - 
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John Jodine. Jr. 

- 
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Emily Johnson Jane Johnson 

Of&wc twenty-two people, twelve h v e  mported h a @  .to their homes and property. I a F  j + 

It is extrtzmly hportant h t  the shove law, 30CFR817.67, bt enforced. I 

-- -- - 
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John Johnson h&ew Jones 

John Johnson 
Phte: 1/04/2004 
City: Chattanooga State: l N  Zip: 37301 

Will facilitate Destruction: Theidea that such a practice as mountain top removal i s  even 
allowed, let nlow requires a sciefitific study, shows just how insane the US Government 
and its corporate sponsors have became. It is patently obvious that mountain top remaval 
is genocide and ecocide of the highest order. Simply, it destroys lifee Why do you need to 
do a study to figure that i t .o~t? AS mountain top a removal destroys all life that it comes 
near, both human and non-human, it should be ILLEGAL and abolished, If you prafit 
blinded fools can not see the destnrcfioxt caused by mountain top remaval and the 
subsequent necessity d banning the practice, than you are nu longer worthy of our 
respect or your job. In short, ABOLISH, OUTLAW, BAN or otherwise make d k g d  
rnsuittain top removal and ALL other variatiam of destructive strip mining a RESIGN. 
l'here is no need to belabor the finer points of your draft EES here. Mountain top removal 
'destroys the living mountain, forest and aquatic ecosystems that m&e life possible 
desirable in Southern atld Cetrtsal Appdacbia. 

For that reason alone it should be ahlished. Makc it: illegal or tfre outraged populace will 
make your ineffectual burrzlaucrilcy obsolete. For the mountains, John Johnson of, but not 
necessarily for. Kamah. Firth First, P.O. BOX 2131 Chattanooga, TIV 37301 ps. please put 
my US pasta1 address (above) on till future NBPA scoping arrd comment lists relating g to 
mountain top removal in cmtml and southern appdstchia. pps. please respond so that I 
know you recewed these eamntents, 

the c d  is gum! 
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It is believed W many people in Mountaintop Removal 
Effkcted communi.ti~ suffix &m Post Tmmati~ Stress Disorder- 
-jmm blasting iand doo$ing. Haw dare. you dismiss the su-g of 
low income md the invisible minority people; ofcefltsat 
Appalachia!! Wow dare you dismiss asrd de@ tfre Emutive Ordm 
Wing with envwent l t l  justice, the low hcome md minority 
people* 

In the last 6 months$2 schools in the C d  Rives Valley, 
Both sumnand4 by many Masmy mr'nhg permits, wss closed. 
Sending ow children on very, very long b w  ride9. One was ait 
Monicoal-Mmh Park High School--where is the support--- 
where" stha monr;y? Ithe Raleigh Caunty Board of educations said 
It does NUT receive a red c a t  h m  cozll tax far &ation--coal 
says it gives--who is lying? I want to see a repolrt on that, 
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Deborah Jones Lom Jones 

Mr. Jdm Pomm 
U.S. EPA 
1650 Arch. St. 
Philadclpk Penasylvaaio 

b a r  Mr. John Forceii. Project Manager, 

Sincerely, 

Lora Jones 
7 Springhill Road 
Annaadale, NJ 08801 
Iwm\n/j($patmedia.net 

-- 
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Maw Lou Jones 

- 
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Torn Joy 

~m:  m om Jay 
15% HigMop Road, LotlEC? 
Blercksburg, VA 240BD 

To: John F o m  
U.8. EmPimnm~l  Pmketkm Agmcy (3EA30) 
1650 A& St. 
Philadeiptrla, PA 18103 

Subject: Cammenta MI draft MwrMntop Removhll E n v i m  

Dear Mr. Fwran: 

4 .  The, EIS irppsars to be an attempt at m i s t i i .  
miranm~ntal impad of the mining h H  md only the sliconddny 
envimnmmtal impact to cantigum anas ?&at occurrr slftep-tha mining is; ww, 

5. inlw mettrod$ that 
mw3t be to aiter the 

the ~ppldht~ian vatley and aid* Province. The 

how that m&t the rrrgioml ecorolly. 
mMnonsmd I 

--- - 
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Edward Kadane Ray Kmstra 

-" -- -- 
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Erin Kazee Robert Keiilbach 

Dew Mr. fohn Fcmen, Project Manager, 

Uenr Mr. Fomn: 

' b e  current practice of lnountain top r e n m d  for easier access to coal is a foolhudy one 
that both directly arid Ind~rcctly endangers people and the en.c.iranment they live in. 
Any brief research into the topic would show that only detrime~rtal consequences result 
from his papula ppractice; it &ips the land d essential nutrients, robs countless of 
species of their homes, and polfutea waterways The litany of its harmful effects 
is virtually endless. Piis is nut wen taking into consideration the deletetios effects of 
fcmil fuel mnsumptian. Even land reclamation pmjeets are not sufficient in remedying 
the enwonmeats that were elitire1y ravaged; the original may  of species 
cannot generally function in the vastly chmged ecosystem, and only generdist species 
migrate into the reclaimed region. It is a 
sign d eovitunmenta1 degradation when an abundance of gcneraiist - not specialist - 
specm inhabxt atr area because that signifies 
that it cannot support the higher qualities of the specialiists. 
The dnfnage done to the environment is irreparable, and this alone should be enough to 
prove that the practice's &sadvantages far 
ourweigh its few d v a n t q p  As a whole, people often fofget &at we depend upon the 
Ian$ far resources still, and this generation 
is not the. lwr. But if we continue to treat the land with such disrespect, it wilt n d  last far 
itito the future. John Muir said, 
"Ifow gbrious a greeting the sun gives the mot~ntains!", but at this rate, there mity nae 
day be no tmntajnr an which the sun can 
light its hap13y beams. 
Mo~eowx, the hxmM p11utant~ that are produced by Evoth rrrlnlng and the burning of 
fossil fuds are causing global wuming, as 
well rts respiratnry diseases and other poor living conditions, 
Ansel Adam w c c  saccinctly stated, "It i s  horrifying that we have to fight ow own 
govmment to save the envirmmnt." B~wever~  
this need not be the mse. The government has in its paws .fa protect - nourish, celebrate 
- the env~ronment, I strongly tmplwc! 
you to consider what yott'rt? doing to the etrviroarnent - as well as to yola postexity and 
yourself. Thank you for your time and 
consideratioa. 

Sincere1 y, 
Erin Renee Kazee 

Erin Kazee 
Rt. 1 Box 547 
flatwoods, Kk" 41 139 
efinb~m@ y.&oo.com 

near  Mr. Porren, 

Robert KettIbsch 
134-28 I j0 Aye 
Flushing, NY 11355 

- 
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Mary Corsi Kelley Cindy Kendnck 

Mr. John knsn, US. EPA (3EW) 
1650 Arch Street 
Fhilgdelphia, Pa -19103 

mar Sh, 

I am wirithg to mmm on the u-e, vague and inadequate recommendations 
made for actlon in response to EIS report wrdiw mountaintop removal rninlr~;1 and I 

Your Wft spscrfi~~ wsak amM ue altana6ve9 to ma the cuntlnuing Im-iM8 1 1 -5 
&maw beiw clone to mountain s%eams and terrain. Whv? Evldena In me reoat deart~ 

lt el boi~s down t6 who lives end ~ovgs ~mtucky moe: I 

I8 it b a k e r s  h F m  k to b&ave #ice they shaudd in 
OppoSi~thctcMttinwal @a11 $#ln? 

You amvm. 

----- Fn~wardttd by David Kderlft3JUliE,PNIJS on 0 liQW2004 1 t 39 AM ----- 

Cindy Kendnck 
73 I? Dunstak Drive 
Knoxville, 1'N 37% 31 -1 R04 
phone: 865-386-6382 

January 1,2004 

Mr. John Fomn 
U.S. EPA (3E.430) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Dm r Mr. Famn: 

While pondering the short-stghtafness of the EIS on Mount~ifitop Removal, 
I am reminded af ihe wrcb of Rachel Cmon, in a letter lo the editor 
of the Washington Pod in 1963 ... 

. . . the way is bang cleared for a raid upon our natural resources 
&at is without p a d e l  within the present mntury. 

The real wealth of the Nation lies in the resources of the earth -- soil, water, forests, minerals, and w~ldlife. To utilize them 
for present needs while lnsunag their pmsenrntion for future 
generations requrres a delicately balanced and continuing program. 
baed on the most exteasive research, Then ad mini st rat tat^ is not 
properly, and cannot be, a matter of politics. 

By long tradition, the agencies respmiblt: for these rwmces 
have heen d~rectcxi by men of pof-ss i~nd statuse and experience, 
who have understood, respected, and been guided by the findings of 
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their scienti sh  . . . . 

For m n  y ymm putuhirc-xpintcd ci f izcns tbmughout thc country 
have been working for the conse~vatton of the natural resources, 
sealizmg theu vrtd importance to the Nation. Apparently thcir 
hard-won progress is to be wiped out, as a polrtrc~lfy mmnded 
Admtnistra~an returns us to the dark ages of unrestrained 
explortat~on and dmknict~on. 

Tt 1s onc of the ironies of out titncs thd, whifc conccntr&ing on 
the defense of our country against enemies fmm without, we should 
be so heedless of those who would destroy ~t from w h n .  

Fody pars  later, thest: words seem written specifically for today's 
crisis. UJe are rndeed m a crisis situalmn. Much oftlie clanctgt: k i n g  
wrought upon our natural resouwces under false or fodish pretenses of 
economic growth, national sacunty& energy security, and progreiss i s  
irreversible and irrepaable. We ouaelves are becoming our worst 
enemy. I appcal tn you, John Fnmn, to br; onc of t h s c  'hcn of 
pmfasional stature avld experience," to he guided by science nnd 
reason. to take a leadcrshzp roIe to protect thost: resources that 
define our Country - anti begin by completely reshaping this mserably 
inadequate EIS for muuntainlop removal, 

Embarnssin&, while the report acknowledges the ~tgndicant d a m p  
inflicted by rnountnmtop rernavaf and vaflcy 811, it does no1 examine a 
srnglc wltcrnativc that would rcducc this &mag. In f m ,  protot'tm is 
~rlbstantidEy weakened. W l l e  this Admmstr&tron cllltms to use scscrence 
as a hasrs for ~ t s  poltctes and there rs plenty of sold scrence to show 
diat mountamtop ren~oval and valley fill are extremefy clamagtng th~s  
EJS gives greater l~cense to coal compantes tu &head our Appalach~an 
mountains and h r y  our precious streams. I am cetrarniy opposed to 
weakening the strain buffer zone rule. In fa&, 100 f& IS not enough 
buffer to protect our fragile stream ecosystems against the acid 
Icachak: md siltatson of mch rnnssivc destructmn. f i e  stream buffer 
nrlt - or .q 9.tronger vetsron - should be stnctiy enforced for all 
cases. lncludlng valley fills. 

I am opposed to all three alternatives in the EIS, s m e  none of them 
provides reasonable protection for our vital naturd resources and 
neighboring communrties. Since no reasonabiy pmtwtive measures can be 
offered to rnihgate resufting chrnagc, I am oppor~r;d to mnuntAlntnp 
retnovd mrninp. as well as crossridge mining, which wclult purpurt to 
restore str1tterater.d mountaintops. The practice of filling valleys with 
rubbfe t'rom d e ~ i ~ ~ a k d  mountsrtintops is entirely ill-conceived, aod 
cerlatnly w~tlkout scientific basis. 

the mountfiins, forests, wilriltfe, dean water, and communities of 
Appalachia are treated with .ill1 regwd; angry that industry IS being 
given great power over common people; and angry that volcm like mine 
these days are f~nlhng on deaf e m .  I hope you, Jokn Forren, will be 
digerent. 

- 
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Oren Kennedy 

Mr. John Foma, U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
16% Arcb Stm% 
Philadelphia PA 19103 

As I l W  In tbo F a M  RsgiW, &I mtsgs~t for this document ww "ta p- aa &*-tat1 
Smplhct Statcnnmt to Con&& Poficies, Guihm, aad Proc- to 2&nimizC tb k w m t a l  
Zmprds of Mountajntop Mining aad Vatley FiUs in the Appalachian CoslO&." I h i  drat the 
Action Altcsrtlativ@$ tkt we proposed wirhin the DEILS do Mlt make a &oa ths 

t s l i m p a c t s . ~ w f h a n m ~ m g t a h p a c t m  the . 
far permit axpediancy for industry. 

g e a d  t~mm, 9nr for Iwv, routine Impcrcts fox 
of permit applioations. pmit.1, the thdtionwide 

F u m w  it shonkf &ow that the m ~ l n l i i v i d u a l  P ~ c o v ~ e  is not maldag Phs permit 
review process mom difficult. 

Mitigation for fills within wetlands under404 permitting is utilized to offset unavoid&!e impacts. 
lhis is muallv done within the existing waterbody basis. For MTMM: permits, I believe thaf 

I urge tbat the Action ALtamativm propased -+&En tha nE15 &auld be absndaned, and h a t  the 
agtncies InvolvcxZ wltb BdThfYW 

-- 
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Cslrol Anne Kilgore 

August 2 1,2003 

Mr. John F m  
U. S. EPA 
1650 Arch St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19f 03 

Dear Mr. Fomn 

On July 22"d I attended both sessions of the public hcaring in Hazard, Ky. regarding 
MounBintop Mining. 11 am proud to say that f support Mountaintop Mining. I was born 1 1-11 
and raised in Haznrd, Ky. My grandfather worked in the mining indmtq nnd my drad heci 
a tire dealership that relied on the coal industry. My husbmd is now self-employed 
mlated to the coal industry. He has been a coal miner and owns coal trucks and I work 
for Pine Branch Cml Sales. I fix1 that I lulow enough about coal mining to express my 
opinion about thc advantage of mountaintop mining and disgust at the extremist who 
oppose it but seem to have no facis. 

M y  husband has done many different jobs in fhe mining industry for 25 y e m .  He is very 
knowledgeabfe in the blending of coal that is loaded into mi1 cars and barges to be 
shipped to power plants. As you know it is very important tfiat the quality meet 
regulations. My husbmd has loaded holes for blasting, operated equipment, loaded trains 
and barges and bought and sold coal and mining equipment. This has afforded us a good 
living, 

My office, a mine office, has two very law windows that look out at grccn pasture land 
and a big pond fult of fish. 1 have worked hen: for 1 1 plus years. There is always 
wildlire around the pond whether it is geese or 10 pound turtles, The deer an: marc 
plentiful every year. We caution people when driving down Kentucky Highway 28 to 
watch for deer. It is one of the most beautiful and natural places In Kentucky. 

My husband and 1 chosc to build a home close to the Pine Brmch Coal Sales operation. I 
live within walking disfmce of where them is cune~lfly mountaintop mining. I iive a five 
minute drive from whew mountaintop mining was turned into a cattle ranch that is used 
by the University of Kentucky. These opponents talk of Ute land king deprived of 
wildlife because of mountaintop mining. I have lived in my house for 12 yem and each 
year there is more wlidlife. There are two foxes that wme in my yard every evening 
about dusk. There are deer, raccoons, squimfs and rabbits in my yard daily. There is a 
pileated woodpecker &at is boring holes in my house. WE ty to S G ~ T ~  it away bUf it 

comes back. I h o w  same of these extreme environmenblist would rather 1 Imve it ahne 
to peck my house dam. I've heard thc men on the jobs talk of seeing coyotes, turkeys, 
bears and elk. We have our own wildlife prtrserve. It i s  b u t i f u f .  

At the public h e d n g  1 heard comments rbout h e  flyover festival &om the Kentuckians 
fbr the commotlwcahh. I have flown over this area many times and am in awe each time. 
it is amazing to see the development taking place md development that has taken glace. 
I ztm 43 y e m  old and have m n  much growth, My daughter Was born 8 month after the 
H m r d  ARH Regional Medical Center was open. This is on land that was mined. This is 
only one of many facilitiq bbusinm and homes in this ma that have been built on land 
that hau been developed because of muuntaintop mining. We would not have many or 
the opportunities for etonomic development had it not beefi fir mountaintop mining. 

These opponents talk of the bad quality of our water. The water that comes off the job 
when t work is filtered over the rocks and is clean when it mches the streams. It is what 
people throw and flush into our waterways Urat ate contaminriiing them. 

The coal indcrstry is very good for the economy of mkrn Kentucky. The coal 
companies in eastern Kentucky are very gmerous to org~uriwtfions and especially schools. 
Public education in this area depends on ~ v ~ a l  scvemnct: money and the generosity of the 
coal companies, 

I appreciate &tit there are agencies that regulate &e different industries. Thew should 
be. I am asking that we not be so over regulated that we're driven out of business. This 
is where we want to live m d  raise a family. Please consider our industy and what it 
mems to this area. Please consider the people that ate proud of this industry and what 
they contribute to it everyday. 

Thank you. 

-- 
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John I?oma, Project .Manager 
US. Environmentd Protection Agency (3BA30) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philrtdelphiar, PA 19103 

By its own awsmmt in it8 clrrlft. e n v j ~ ~ ' p t ~ e n a  &pact ststement, tfre Bush 
administration showledges that this fm af uMng exults in en-M rmd social 

restrict the damage &rtt will be done to streams, fomts, wildlife, and lacalcc4~)miw 
tbt depend on the nahlxal mmmes of the areas that will be affected. 

Stmlerg IUlnneU 
37% Anza Way 
San Lcandta, CA 94578 

-- 
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---- Forwarded by David Rider/KS/USEPA/I IS on 01/OR/Z13C)4 01 :59 PM ----- 

Dear his. John Forrct~, Project Manager, 

T strongly urge you to amend ihc EPA's drdt  en14rometltd impact 
statement so as to litnit the effects of harmful mountaintop remod 
mining. I f h d  it uncux~scionable that the Bush ahhistration plans to 
cantin t ~ e  to let coal compmies destroy Appalachia .with mining practices 
that level mount-&tops, wipe out forests, bury stream md destroy 
commuuiiies. 

Thc Rush admjnistxdotl's "preferred alternative" for addressing the 
enormous pr&lems caused by mountintap m o t d  mining ~gaores the 
adrninlstrat~on's OWN skudies and proposes we&e&g existing 
environmental protections arid dowing mountahtop removal md 
associated vrdey fills to continue at an axeleratcttd rate. 

f t j f k r a ~ e r @ ) j ~  c 
om'' ~jflrratzer To: R3 Mountaintap@EPA 

cc: 
01/07/2004 105% Subject: Please Stop Destwctirie klountaintop 

Wemod Mining 
-4iM 

Dear Mr. John Fnrrm, Project h.i[mage;er, 

Since rely, 

Jud b t z e r  
6076 Marsh Rd. Apt. F4 

f Jaslett, PA 48840 
j&satxedj&uno.com 

- 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-I 030 Section A - Citizens 



Scott bavitz 'Tom kuzen 

Dear Rlr. john Fomn, Project Manages, 

Dear Mr. Posrcn: 

The 33 is11 administration has a temile habit: of interpre&ig hifunnation 
to support its own predetermined aptldn. In this latest case it has 
decided -hat ino~uitzintop removd for ~~hU.'i.g purposes shoukd continue, 
despite the government's owu studies indicating the irreversible drunage 
of such n practice. 

Please cfrr not accept this short-sighted and terribly destmctiwe agenda. 
Pleasc arncnd the draft EIS to arccommmd restrictions on the scope of 
mountantop remuvals, and elevate protection of wildlife aind rural. 
communities to their proper place iw the top consideration in any 
p m p ~ e d  mining operation 

December 22,2003 

--- - -- 
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Glenn Kuehne b a  Kukovich 

---- Fomwcied by David Kidex/R3/CSEPA/dTS an 01/07/2004 03:32 1'h.f ----- 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project R/ianager> 

As we try to move towads less-polli~tiq techno1 s, this plan is an act that 
will discourage new idustries and provide a subsidy to old m e s  that die 
taxpayer wil l  pay the tab for both directly and indirectly ihmuglr ckemup costs, 
hq+r tnerntty ewnissmns, and other problems. 'Ibis represents government st, 

its worst md is mother example of corporate wlfsre that makes citizetls feel 
that their p w m e n t  k4 an enemy of their i n t r e ~ s r s .  

Sincerely, 
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